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CIA's use of LSD cited 

' ■; - , ■ • 

By ROLLIE ATKINSON The truth behind Olson’s death, hidden by theii-' attorney, David 5 Rudovsky of 

; Staff Writer. from questioning co-workers and his Phiiade.phia, will’ file, within the next 

Dr. Frank ' R. Olson; a former bereaved family for nearly 22 years, is two months, a “several million dollar 
biochemist at Fort Detrick, has been . final W coming to light following theJune law suit” against the,, CIA for 
identified by his Frederick family as the L 0, 1975 . reIease of the Rockefeller “negligently and illegally’’ 
civilian employe of the U.S. Army who Commission report investigating CIA administering LSD to their husband and 
committed apparent suicide after being activities within the United States which father a nd for subsequent cover-ups of 
secretly administered LSD by Central *p c *uded an account of Olson’s bizarre the true details and reasons of his death. 
Intelligence Agency - personnel in death without identifying him. A former colleague of Olson’s in Fort 

November, 1953. Olson’s -family, announced Thursday Detrick’ ; Special Operations division 

revealej that he and three other 
researcf ers besides Olson had been 
given LSD by CIA employes on at least 
one occasion? 

The di: iclosures by Olson’s family now 
confirmed by David W. Beilin of the 
Rockefeller Commission make true 
- suspicions of some of Olson’s co-workers 
that he h ad died as a result of drug tests 
by a seer at government agency. 

The Rockefeller report on the CIA 
states th at a man ( Olson ) was given LSD 
while a tending a meeting with CIA / 
personnel working on a project that ' 
involved the administering of such drugs 
to Americans. 
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“This individual was not made aware 
he had been given LSD until about 20 
minutes after it had been administered. 
He developed serious side effects and 
was sent to New York with a CIA escort 
for psychiatric treatment,” the 
commission report said. 

“Several days later he jumped from a 
tenth floor window of his hotel room and 
died as a result." " ' v. ■ 

Olson’s family was told only that he 
“fell or jumped” from his tenth floor 
Hotel Statler room in New York at 2:30 
on the morning of Nov. 28, 1953. 

His wife, Mrs. Alice Wicks Olson of Old 
Braddock, - stated in the prepared 
statement Thursday that her husband 
had returned from a meeting with other- 
members of the Special Operations 
division research group conveying 
"self-doubt, self-recrimination and great 
anxiety.” 

At the time Mrs. Olson attributed her 
husband’s mood to the nature of his. 
highly secretive work in chemical germ 
warfare research. But during the 



ensuing week Olson failed to improvehis 
irrational behavior and was advised by 
persons at Fort Detripk to seek 
I psychiatric help. ' . V‘ 

Dr. Olson was taken to New York by 
.. Special Operations employes and CIA 
liaison personnel and never seen again 
by his family. According to a colleague 
of Olson’s- at least four other Special 
Operations employes were also given 
doses of LSD by CIA agents, 

Olson’s colleague, who came to the 
family to- verify that the recently 
publicized ‘LSD suicide victim’ was 
indeed Frank Olson, has not been 
identified. . ■ 

• Rudovsky said he expected, if 
subpoenaed, the colleague would come 
forward to. testify in . the ; Olson’s 
courtcase. , . 

Rudovsky said he also expected that 
several CIA officials and perfunctories 
would be called to testify in the court 

‘ se. • - s . - *;«, < . 

Olson’s family said it did not become 

See CIA’S, page A-l# 



Good morning! 

If you are out to describe the 
truth, leave elegance to the 
tailcr. 

Albert Einstein 
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Dr. Frank R. Olson in 1952 



aware of the CIA inspired details 
surrounding his death until they read 
accounts of the Rockefeller Commission 
findings in the .June 11, 1975, 
newspapers. 

According to the Rockefeller report 
the CIA conducted its drug experiements 
on unsuspecting subjects until 1963. The 
report also states that all CIA files 
related to the drug testing were ordered 
destroyed in 1973. 

Several of Dr. Olson’s co-workers at 
Fort Detrick disclosed that many 
rumors and suspicions surrounded 
reports of Olson’s death in 1953. • 
“There was a lot of discussion about 
it,” said one co-worker, “and one of the 
stories which circulated had it just about 
the way it happened. Of course we didn’t 
know what LSD was back then.” 

“Whenever anything happened like 
that,” said another co-worker, “there 
were suspicions and we wondered about 
what might have really happened.” 

The Special Operations research 
division at Detrick was deeply involved 
with chemical biological warfare and 



was carried out under Defense 
Department classifications for tig it 
security and secrecy. 

Olson’s family says they have reascn 
to believe that other CIA activities 
surrounded the Detrick research group 
and at least two CIA agents were 
permanently assigned, to the Speciil 
Operations division. 

me Rockefeller Commission alio 
reported that the CIA “explored much 
larger programs for controlling humcn 
behavior including electrical shoe i, 
radiation, psychology, psychiatry, 
sociology and harassment substances . ' 

“In light of these patterns of Cl K 
activity we have concluded that the CD l, 
envisioned as an organization to protect 
the freedom and security of Americars 
has in fact substantially threatened 
these values,” the Olson family said in 
their prepared statement Thursday. 

Present at a news conference in tl e 
Olson home in Old Braddock Thursday 
afternoon at which several 
representatives of the national media 



attended were Dr. Olson’s three 
children, Lisa Olson Hayward, Nils 
Olson and Eric Olson and his wife, Alice. 

Olson’s superior at the time of his 
death. Dr . John L. Schwa b, who headed 
the Specfal Operations ciivision at Fort 
Detrick, said, when contacted, he had 
“no comment” regarding the 
Rockefeller commission reports of CIA 
links with the germ warfare research 
unit and with Olson’s death. 

He said he knew of no unusual 
circumstances surrounding the 
biochemists’ 1953 death although several 
of Olson’s fellow workers disclosed that 
rumors of a CIA induced LSD druaeina 
had occurred. 

Schwab said as far as he knew, details 
and arrangements of Olson’s death were 
handled in a usual manner through 
Army public relations. 

vinepnt I. Ruwet o f Frederick was a 
superior^ of Olson’s'" at the time of his 



death and was charged with notifying 
the family of the biochemist’s death. 

When asked what official explanation 
he had given the Olson family, Ruwet 
gave only a “no comment.” 

Ruwet was also asked what the Special 
Operations group had been involved with 
and if recent Rockefeller Commission 
findings were related to Olson’s death 
and the germ warfare research group. 
He said: “I am not authorized to talk to 
you (News-Post).” 

Shortly after the death according to 
the Olson family account and the 
Rockefeller Commission report, the 
family received word that the death 
resulted from “circumstances arising 
out of an experiement undertaken in the 
course of his official duties for the United 
States government.” 

The Olsons subsequently received 
employe’s compensation (two-thirds of 
Olson's salary) because the death was 
declared work-related. 



Dr. Olson who held M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees in biochemistry from the 
University of W sconsin and first came 
to Frederick in 1943 to begin the 
biochemical research at Detrick was 
buried in Frederick’s Memorial Park at 
Linden Hills on Nov. 31, 1953. 





What killed my husband ? 



'Mrs. Alice Wicks Olson, wife 'of a former biochemist at Fo -t Detrick, 
ponders a question at a press conference at her hotie in Old 
Braddock^She wants to know more about her husband’s death in 
1963. Reports at the time of the death said Dr. Frink Olson 
committed suicide. Mrs. Olson charges the CIA with “illegally and 
negligently” administering the drug LSD to her husband shortly 
before his death. — Photo by Neil Sandler 



